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On the Relationship between Individual
Differences in Language Use and Personality:
Theoretical Framework and Review of Preceding

Studies
Masayoshi KOBAYASHI

This paper is concerned with the relationship between
individual differences in language use and personality. The
user's personality is considered to be the most forceful
factor affecting his use of language. The basic aims of this
paper are: (1) to present a theoreticaf framework for studying
the relationship between the two, and (2) to review preceding
studies, both theoretical and practical on this subject. The
author recommends that we should adopt Chonmsky's
'‘Competence-performance' linguistic theory in order to under-
stand the influence of personality on language use, but we
should investigate by means of sociolinguistic methods. There
have not been enough studies on this subject to produce an
established methodology therefore further study is still

necessary.



