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J.Z. Smith’s Critique on Eliade
Takeshi KIMURA

Jonathan Z. Smith is known for his critical review of Eliade’s study. Yet, as Smith’s later articles
such as “Acknowledgement Part 1 & 2” and “The Eternal Deferral” show, his critical position
toward Eliade has changed over time. According to his semi-intellectual biography, he was
rather an ardent reader of Eliade’s works when he was a graduate student and wrote several
articles based upon Eliade’s perspective in an earlier professional career. The situation changed
when he joined in the faculty at the University of Chicago where he felt being under the strong
influence of Eliade and necessity to distance himself from Eliade. Critical reading of Eliade’s
work eventually lead to Smith’s original perspective into theory of space and that of ritual.
Smith’s critical reading of Eliade’s ethnographic usage is just an extension of his earlier critical
work on Frazer’s Golden Bough, therefore, it is quite natural for Smith to extend his critical
readings of Eliade’s studies. What is interesting is that his approach toward Eliade after his
death shifts toward more contextual and more objective, especially after Smith became a more
established leading scholar in the field.
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