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Abstract

In Japan, Shisho is a representative and almost only certification for librarians. But Shisho certifica-
tion (henceforth SC) is not made much of by libraries or parent organization of them (such as local
public entities) and about a half of FTE public librarians do not have SC. Is SC really useless or
meaningless? Based on these backgrounds, we conducted a survey to see the effect of SC. We asked
(1) knowledge for librarians and (2) motivation for their jobs to four types of people: librarians with and
without SC, and non-librarians with and without SC. The total number of respondents is 700. It was
shown that librarians with SC knew the library related terms and were confident in database searching.
On the other hand, the librarians without SC did not know basic terms such as "reference service",
"OPAC" and "ILL" and their knowledge seem to be as less as ordinary people. As for the motivation as
librarians, our results showed that many librarians with SC wanted to continue their jobs and wished to
improve their knowledge, while not a few FTE librarians without SC did not want that. If all the other
conditions are the same, the libraries and their parent organization should preferably place people with
SC in libraries.
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