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How we help students verbalize their feeling for the arts?: A case study
of a students’ group actlvity in art appreciation education
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How we help students verbalize their feeling for the arts? :
A case study of a students’ group activity in art appreciation education

Kimi ISHIDA

“Arts literacy” means the literacy of reading/writing the various worlds expressed in
various works of art. What is important in arts literacy is to make sense of the works of
art by our own feeling, and express the sense by our own words. Therefore, this article
discussed how we verbalize our feelings of art. The purpose of this discussion was to
construct the theoretical framework for educational support in arts litgracy education.

From the examination of two theoretical considerations on verbalization, Ken
Plummer’s “sociology of story” and Julia Kristeva's theory of “signifiance”, the following
theoretical framework was obtained: The process of verbalization has two dimensions.
One dimension is (1) the verbalization for making sense of art, in which we verbalize our
feelings for a work of art. One of the notable features of the dimension is that the words
generated in the process are imperfect. The other dimension is (2) the verbalization for
communication to anonymous others of the public, in which we can verbalize our feelings
and tell our story to others by means of the way they can understand. It should also be
added that the dimensions are two aspects in dynamic process of “signifiance”, where the
two modes named “symbolique” and “sémiotique” coexist at all times.

Then, fieldwork was conducted in order to confirm how useful the theoretical
framework is. Research field was educational practice of art appreciation education,
which is held in The Contemporary Art Gallery, Art Tower Mito. The focus of this
research was the students’ group activity in which three high school student girls chat
about some works of contemporary art. It was found from the observation that the
theoretical framework we discussed before are useful to understand students’

verbalization in art appreciation.
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