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The Development of the Contract Farming in the Processing Tomato

Cultivation in Iwate Prefecture, Japan

This paper presents the producing conditions
of processing tomato in Iwate Prefecture, Japan
from the spatial and temporal changes point of
view. In this case study, the contract farming is
considered as a means to relate the farmers with
the food companies in order to obtain cheap and
enough raw materials.

In Japan, the changes in the cultivation of
processing tomato can be divided in two periods,
from 1965 to 1975 and from 1975 to present. The
first period is characterized by the increased con-
sumption tomato products. In the second period,
processing tomato production and cultivated area
decreased as a consequence of the liberalization of
capital transaction and trade, and the increase of
the imported tomato.

In the Tohoku Region, the Kagome Co. and
Kikko Co. established tomato processing plants
and converted this region into an important pro-
ducing area. In 1965, in Iwate Prefecture, Ninohe

City established the processing plant of Kikko Co.

Shizue KAMIKIHARA

In the beginning, this plant contracted the produc-
tion of farmers of Iwate, Akita and Aomori Prefec-
tures, but from 1975 the organization of tomato
production changes with influence of the liber-
alization of tomato imports. The other reason are
the fall of tomato price and the aging of the agri-
cultural polulation.

In this case study, the contract farming in
Ninohe City, Gohenchi District is analyzed. In this
district, the farmers made contracts with Kikko
Co. in order to ensure their agricultural income,
and at the same time the enterprise has the advan-
tage to stabilize to supply of raw material. From
the land use point of view, tomato is cultivated
together with other crops such as tobacco, soy-
beans, vegetables, corn, etc. In this district, tobac-
co is also cultivated through contract farming,
therefore, contract farming is an important ele-
ment in the agricultural administration of the far-

mers.



