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A Note on the Process of the Establishment of National Colleges
of Technology in Japan

Susumu OTANI
In this paper, the author attempts to point out the various aspects regarding the argument on the
establishment of national colleges of technology analyzing the debate in the Diet.
The results are as follows:

1. In the 38th ordinary session of 1961, the government proposed amendments to the School Education
Law to establish 5-year colleges of technology for resolving the shortage of engineers. The opposition party did
not agree to the amendments because establishment of such organizations would create a dual educational
system and violate the principle of “equal opportunity in education.” Members discussed the new educational
system actively but the allocation plan of each college went undecided.

2. In the 40th ordinary session of 1962, the Ministry of Education proposed building 12 national colleges
using contributions from local governments. Although such financial resources would conflict with the Local
Finance Law, the Ministry of Education had received land for sites for national schools from local communities
since the Meiji Era. This was the first time to consider the connection at the founding of schools and the
burdens of cost.
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