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The Development of the MEXT?’s Policies for
High-school Students Studying Overseas

Takeichi Norisawa

The purpose of this research note is to clarify the development of
MEXT’s (the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology) policies for the high-school students studying abroad.
From 1980s, the number of students whose been participating in the
intercultural activities has been increasing rapidly. For example, the
number of students goes for the school trip going to overseas had
increased by 6.3 times since 1986 - 2002. However, the number of
high-school students studying abroad has been stable since the reform
of the Enforcement Law of School Education 1988.

The MEXT’s Policies for High-school Students Studying Overseas
has been developed along with the growth of the Students Exchange
and Visitors Program which was introduced by the U.S. Governments
and those who are running the High-school Students Exchange
Programs; such as, AFS International. The institutionalization of
high-school students studying overseas was the most important policy
for promote the high-school students studying abroad.

There are still many issues to solve. First of all, the tendency of
students going to English-speaking countries for studying English is
needed to be replaced by the studying abroad for getting the natures
of global skills. Secondly, MEXT and those who are related to high-
school students studying abroad should establish the effective ways of
increasing the receiving students from overseas.

I will continue to pay attention to how the MEXT’s policies will
transform as the educational globalization accelerates.
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