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Mythicization of William Webb Ellis and
“The Origin of Rugby Football” (1897)
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Abstract

This paper analyses the famous booklet entitled The Origin of Rugby Football , which was
published by the Sub-Committee of Old Rugbeian Society in 1897 for the purpose of publicizing
the truth of W. W. Ellis's legend. The motives, the way of enquiry and the result of investigation
in the Repot are precisely considered here. So far, many scholars have paid their attentions on
this Report from the historical and sociological point of view in order to explicate the process of
mythicizing W.W. Ellis who allegedly introduced a great innovation into Rugby football. This
paper reconsiders the thesis presented by Eric Dunning and Kenneth Sheard, in which the legend of
“exploit” by W. W. Ellis should be understood on the historical setting and structures including
modernization, professionalism, commercialism, and proletarianization. Although the thesis is not
deniable, yet the re-analyzing of the Report might give us a chance to propose a new hypothesis
that the issue between the Old Rugbeian Society and Montague Shearman could be a confrontation
between rugby players split into the Old Rugbeian and the Rugby Union. This paper concludes that
the Report was unsuccessful to testify the legitimacy of the “legend” , but successful to establish
the eternal  “myth” through its publication and their school’s new affiliation to the Rugby Union.
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REVWHIBELAFERICEELLETRE, Fh
FHBLATEMEOD LD, THarisOA L%
%o AR HEFOAZEEBEOHEH T L,
18194E(1 A ), 1828 (1 A). 18294 (1 AN). 1830
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Hol=Oh, Bhol-On, BWVIIEETH-T2
DPEETHomDOPICEREZBREZ LI >
770 Hamis i BBH 2 ENlisEZREL XS5 & LA
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A |A:M.H.Bloxam 1813 ~ 1820 Meteor(1876,1880) ~ DX IHITH
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K |K:H.G.Allen 182957 B A% Dear Mr. Stephen 18955 11 A 118
L |L:J.C.Fowler 18305 9B A% My dear Allen 18954 11 A 120
M |M: R.W.P.Birch 1831512 A A%# PBirch d BF Dear Sir, 18956 A6 H
N |N:S.Garratt 1931 F9AA% Dear Sir, 18955828
O }O:H.R.Nevill 1830-40 My dear Wilson, 1897 E5H4H
P _|P:FH.Deane 1830-39 Dear Sir, 189752878
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HOTVICHE L Tk, BRI, B OKEET 4) [Running with the ball | D Z 3}

ThotzZ b, I/EOTL—DR ) HFrEET HEEBIFEONLFROFFE2EF LD
LEROBRL Lo/l ) ZEEREBLTY DHFE2TCTH 5o [running with the ball | O FIF (2
LWnEBVEST, LaLirs, LYo BMLTE, BEZEORTHERLTVA, L2

72TV —Y =X oT, FRIE—HICT V7 = L. FOREFNDBREDH N TV i olk LD
Tl ahEN TV EdEI T ¥ 13, EllisfE3 % F@IRPE L 72 Bloxam % T,

£2, [97E—7v P R—-LOER] (1897) DRALRR

EEE (A% - FERE) A B c D E F G H | J K L M N ¢} P Q
80. 95, 95. 95. 95, 95. 95. 97. 95, 95, 95. 95. 85, 95, 97. 97, 96,
HEERR 2212 14/3 22/3 24/3 24/3 08/5 18/5 0172 115 13/5 1111 1211 06/6 23/5 04/5 17/2 25/2
1)picking up % (e} O X X @] X x S
)running with the ball x o] [0} o] O O Q (e} Q X [e] Q O [¢] O O O

8jrunning in x o] e} O o o o o]
4)cateh(1) Q e} @] o O ] o] Q
5)catich(2) ay a @] O ? Q Q

6)tair catch o a o O

7)punt O O [@]

8)drop kick o} o] (e] o a O O

9)ptace kick O O O

10)off side x x X a X

11)hacking (@] Q Q a o o o]

12)collaring O X &

13)goal(point) Q (=) (@] [@]
14)goal{line) @] Q o] @]
15)touch(down) (] o

16)touch(side lina) o (kgk) (mgw)
17)choosing players @] o)
18)number of players 20+a 15~20

19)formation Q O O

scratch school

21)costume nonspecific

22)handing on X ?

23)knock on O

24)maul Q

25)blg side O Q o}

26)try e} o] (o] O

27)post [e]
28)stroke (o] A O

29)kicking distance Q

30)intercept (o}

31)bar (@]

32)scrummage @]

33)mark O
34)knock Q
35)tackie (o}

CHENERENTOTLA—WEREEA TV HD, (BAY FIBERFR)

x
O EEFBERENTVWTN—LEBHSATLEHD,

ACEEESENERBL TV VN L EFEL TV REEZSAD b0,
ACRHACESEFY EBRLTOEWIN-LERRESR TV EFL ORI BD,
7 EFICTFHIEREATVLD B0,

CMEERL TOEVER.
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Ellis & [/ UEFERICHESE L TV 7 Harris DA TH
Bo BlisH AR — V2 Fo THE- D H18234F,
WG T — a2 Fo DI 18254ETH o 72,
Harris 53 L /- DDS1828EThH b, FDHRICT
TE—RIZAZE L THREEF IRz EH LAY
DT, Ellis % Harris D TEE B IRV Ao A
LR L. Henry Homer ? 1828428 A A& L H.G.
Allen D 18294 7R AETH A 9 o HomeriZ[H D
FETAEN) T, DLR— V2 RFLELZ
5, FOR—WVITEAT I o720TS] 2L,
Allen b[18304E ~ I1833FE DM, Flzohbh o>
AT MIZDTF—A2EFLTWE Lz, LAL,
R VBRI L, TP ITHLIEI LT
Holtbw) ZEFEVWHETOTTH, ZDEIZ
BT a2V—Vdbolzhb i)t EnwET I E
ETEIHA] LB, ZOMEOMIZ, K—
VEFoTELI LD, BRI )V ELEE I
BRoTWhIE®FHEEFELTWwWA, LA L, Homer
& Allen BA#%. [running with the ball i3 %58 L 7 &
IIZE bR B, 183042 A% L 72 )R, Lyon (X[ 7]
e SR -V EHROET. FhEHHo THO
TAVEBBTAIENFESNR T, T LL,
George C. Bemn b [ RUIFR—nEHFHoTkB Ik
ROV ENILOERELTWEY
AlBELTWES,

—%., WE D S K= % L B[ picking
uplICE LTI, BoHONTWadh o/ B3
EVIBOEEE TOAFEIIKENTDH 5, Bl
AU, 18304 A% D George C. Bennid| 75 » F
DHER—-VEHRVEITFEZ X, £ DHEVE
E2ONTBY, FshTwEgATLE] P
e L., FAHR Nevilb[ WA h 25480, £
DL RRRIZH-TLT I v FhbKR—
NVEBY, BB EIE T T —Tidadroiz]
ELTwAB, LAl UL I80HFEICAZEL
Lyon i Ldvid, BEIZIERE L 7o & 5 o[ THER 51F
RNz HVEF, TNEFH-THOT 1 v %@
BTLIENRFERTVWALIENS, 2 LAE
R OEREICBITAEREOFHEEIX, ZDEIZ
[picking up] bIEB LT 5 FMENIH o /2Z L &R
BLTWwh,

29 LI2BEOKE. ORSITKH. KDL
RRERRICERELEEZIONS,

(1) 1820F 2T VY —HKTHITL T /T v |k

R—=NVORRIE, §HFZ 7~ Ty bR—

NELTHOENRTWALDEINY, 7V
I—2arilBBLIEEV DO TH72,
(2) 1820 ~ 1830 EEDH DB L HIZE— L& o
TELEVWIS ) V=T ardiblbihn
(3) 2D Z & 131823 4E O 421 W.Webb Ellis {2
LoThEnizbvwbhb, HFTLITEE
HTH A, FEidBloxamKIZ L > TEFD
EEEPALALBULLNATEY, FofFAR
[unfair practices | & I —ALMIZIEITH TV 7z,
(4) ZoRl#ENE. LiIZs oM FngEEzED
NTWRD, BEAZTyF— LD~k 2 ) ihD
f2DTHN | 1830505 1840 FEDMIEE 1
LML EEEL, 141E~ 1SREDE v &
#4 F - L ¢ — (Big-side Levee) T & 9 %
MHTEFE LI N, BAEAIZ 1846 ED L —
Wiz X o THAEE LTz,
19004F, THLAMERELH/T, A7 —
b e N AR O BE L2 William Webb Ellis O 3 |
(exploit) % i 2 B AMHELY AT S L7z. Ellis D
MEENIEHE LY, 2L TT 7~ D Rugby
Union ~OHNEIZHE- T, [MERIE o720

V. fEER

TL—77 FOREZHIZT L ORS®
INEREROREEIR T L2IDTHo7, @MED
b . William Webb Ellis (2B 2 E 3 £ B oM
72 % o 72 L. Matthew Bloxam %% Meteor |2 %% L
TERLAENsDA /T x—3a vy iZHT oM
ExBoNbET, ZREEFTLEI LIRS
72o [Running with the ball %[ picking up 128§ L T
b, UL ENSO[H % JMBEORA % FEE
TEHEILERTELRD o7 TNTHHESITFR—L
2y 7 -7y 7L, [R=Va2FHE-TEN L
[T=WIZRPARALZIEWVI Elis& W) A%,
STE—BDT Yy bR—VOREHEKRICEE L
FrARZ3i e AT 50ENH o7 TOFE
W2, FERMOBEL % HUERAFE L Tz,
Montague Shearman A*Eton. Harrow. Winchester.
CharterhouseZED /37 v 7 A7 — L2 WEL -
DIZFHLT, F7E—BREB|BE L L) B
25, 77— RKEGEE. LD DITORSOEKEIC
LIz ZORBIL, 70D T v MR-
ME[EWEOF =40 1E [ BEIRgTS5— 21w
FRBFICL - THIBEBL. MNERESOREER
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+45-CTdh o 72%3%, The Origin of Rughy School D}
Bitx. 4% { & % Montague Shearman O X E % 5]
EHT LIRS LAEDTHo 72 /NI ST
54T~ CTHLCEELELTHRL
Football (1901) C. Shearmanii 7 /¥ — KD 7
Y FIZDOWTOEGOERDIED %588, ORS
NEEEOREDEN%RFML e LA L, <
primitive game > &\ ) RHICH L T3, =@
L L ahol [FDEESE-HDORS
EZAh, ELVWEEELTVWAELEE). 2L T,
FOEELIZ, SHEOTMPIIT FE—RKHED
BTFL—TS5y FeEOI ilhoalzZ bh b,
REMC < primitive game > (ZHHLL L7z, 2L C
FRTOT L= —PRR-—LEEv s - T 7
L., #N2ESTEDZZENTE, BTOHEFEH
BrEHIT—D) TNy F L TRFr—T 7%
ZFOMOWFERFETIEDSZ EHHHRE L)%
Ty MR-V DF—-bxBESEZ, LnHZ L
DEHIZBbNE ]| M LA F IRz, Shearman
FRLTIXH b I0EAT, BOFRRERET LS
Eidhote BB, 7y PR VIEZERBL Y
JI—=2a e LTOERT—LTHol k)
End, BNETHERE ECTEIFERDICH
Bl2Rk¥T LD THo/2c BEND T v MR-
VOTHEZLDOPLIXBHAANIHEE LWL S
Nx—va  if#KITHIEFROLATY
Fo, EERXTEVTHS G, 19HRAFUAD
AR—VDOFAEEEDL & & BEATIED 5 D5
Norbert Elias & Eric Dunning @ BB L 72 St LD
BREIOEB?, BHE2ETH5H, LiL,
%9 L7 S0 IND# AR S LT Ellis[ #5F ]
DEHETE I L &, Ellisid[ XEHIZEEL LS
ELDTHS I 2 dDHVIIREE] (BFELL)
LESELZDTHS ) e [XHLOBEIZE
BRECELTOLLENFSH DL EBHNS,

H|Z4 9 —2, ORS & Shearman O 3/ F % 5 &
B TR R 2 BHFFE L. FUIE[E. &
MERORBS, FRAOLIIVF-—Lno
P L DD T A LD DR ORI R R
LTwizk v B Th 5B, ORSHShearman b [A]
TIED I, BICEILM R BRR. BEOFK
EllH o2 Tldhhol, BRIZIEBRHLA L
912, Shearman D IFIIMP TH o772, L)
M 1%, Shearman {3 Merchant Taylors' D H & &
ELT, $FERORENEZ S L —V—L LT,

B {2 Rugby Union D)V — VO H#E#EE L LT, 7
C—in 7y M R—VOMEHE I Eb Tk
Lhholz, 7 E—BBEEDT ~ LOHEHEY
BT, 57— 2=F 2 b— L ERALLCE
HE SN B 1875 ~ 1900 EE DI U2 OFR%F
. 19002 VY- ERIZT FE— 02
F o= VEFRALAEZZ LS, ORSOEH
BoOMiTE RaZedTE L, Lirl, 2O
WOREY & LT, ORSOHMEEIL, Ellis{EHD
WMIEARR LEZWEZ, ZFOEs [{E3]% AT
BOIHEE WAL TR, S7E—ZFH5 7
E— - 7y MR- VOEERTHD L)z
Rugby Union lZFB k., FET 3 I L2 EE
L7z, 252 EbHkES,
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! Dunning, Eric., Sheard, Kenneth. Barbalrians,
Gentlemen and Players. A Sociological Study of the
Development of Rugby Football. Martin Robertson,
1979, p.60. (RFEgkZH, KREBEREH/R (77
V=LA F)AN ST E—Ty PR— LREE
DS ZHFE] R—AR—VH Y 3
1983, 74 - 715 HEZH) o

? Ibid., p.60.

* Ibid., pp.60-61.

¢ Tbid., p.61

*Ibid., p.61.

¢ Ibid., p.60.

! The Origin of Rugby Football. Report (with
Appendices) of the Sub-Committee of the Old
Rugbeian Society. A. J. Lawrence, Printer to Rugby
School, 1897.

¥ Ibid., p.11. Z DIV Tid, Macrory, Jenifer.
Running with the Ball: The Birth of Rugby Football,
Collins Willow, 1991, p.,24 3 &8,

® Bloxam, Matthew Holbeche. Rugby School Football
Play. The Meteor, 22** December, 1880. ( quated
in Football Record of Rugby School, 1823 — 1929,
George Over Limited, 1930, pp.19-20.

* Tbid., pp.18-19

1 Shearman, Montague. Athletics and Football,
(Badminton Library), Longmans, Green and Co.,
1887, p.272.

 1bid., pp.273 — 274.

" Smith, George. edited by J.R.H. Weaver, The
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Dictionary of National Biography. 1922 — 1930, THole #DW%, /- -L=F Vildo

Oxford University Press, pp.767 — 768, T 8N T\ 5B <rolling game > & < picking
" Op.cit., (Report) p.3. game > 2k o T b B, Blb, K—Niin\y »
" Ibid., p.5. RLTWARERRIZO—) > 7 LTWaEY
" Ibid., p.6. R—NEHY EFTBI L2000 E N5,
"7 Ibid., p.6. Z Ibid., p.13.
" Ibid., p.6. ® Ibid., p.13.
* Ibid., p.7. * Ibid., p.20.
* Op.cit. (Shearman, M.) p.271. ¥, Z ® 545 1%, * Ibid., p.18.

Shearman @ Football: Its History for Five Centuries * Ibid., p.21.

(1885) TR H N7z #E# ] (conclusion) TH o 72, ¥ Ibid., p.16.
' Op.cit., (Report), pp.12 -13. . QD[/¥7 > Kk * Ibid., p.17.

WA=V Z SRR E RS hn]End * Ibid., p.17.

TERICIE, ORSIZIRD &9 2iERMF LT 5, * Ibid., p.24.
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